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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOMB  WELL. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

The  Gables 

WOMBWELL. 
August,  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wombwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Urban 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947.  The  data 
and  statistics  contained  herein  are  those  collected  during  the 
office  of  my  predecessor  and  my  comments,  therefore,  will  be 
minimal  and  in  the  main  explanatory. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  23*2  as  compared  with 
22-02  for  1946  and  was  again  higher  than  the  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  death  rate  was  9.40  as  compared 
with  9.07  for  1946  but,  though  the  rate  showed  a  slight  increase 
over  the  rate  for  the  previous  year  it  remained  well  below  the 
average  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  The  actual  number 
of  deaths  for  all  ages  in  the  district  was  172  as  compared 
with  165  during  1946  while  the  total  number  of  live  births 
was  448  as  compared  with  400  last  year.  This  gives  a 
natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  of  276. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  higher  than 
in  1946  mainly  due  to  a  minor  epidemic  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough.  Both  diseases  were  mild  in  character 
and  left  little  or  no  unpleasant  after-effects  nor  was  it  found 
necessary  in  a  single  instance  to  admit  a  patient  to  hospital. 
Perhaps  the  greatest  cause  for  concern  was  the  nation-wide 
severe  epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  which  swept  the  country  in 
the  mid-summer  of  the  year.  Fortunately  your  district  was 
relatively  little  affected  and  only  two  proved  cases  were 
recorded.  In  both  instances  the  disease  affected  very  young 
children,  regrettably  fairly  severely,  and  both  cases  required 
prolonged  hospital  treatment. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity,  on  behalf  of  my 
predecessor,  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Infant  Welfare  Committee  for  the  courtesy  and 
many  kindnesses  they  have  shown  and  to  thank  also  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  ever  loyal  support. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND. 


5 


SUMMARY  OF  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Latitude  53°  31'  North.  Longitude  1°  24'  West. 

Average  height  above  sea  level  200  feet 

Area  of  Urban  District  3,850  acres 

Population  at  Census  1911  17,538 

Population  at  Census  1921  19,035 

Population  at  Census  1931  18,365 

Population  estimated  by  Registrar  General  for  1947  (mid-year)  18,350 
Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  for  1947  276 

Number  of  houses  occupied  at  the  end  of  1947  5,039 

Number  of  Houses  occupied  at  the  end  of  1946  4,946 

Rateable  Value  £64,933 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £246 


Births. 


Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Birth  Rate 


431  245 

17  7 

24-4  per  1,000. 


186 

10 


Deaths. 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 


Legitimate  41-76.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
Death  Rate 

Death  Rate,  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Death  Rate,  Zymotic  Diseases 
Death  Rate,  Respiratory  Diseases 
Infantile  Death  Rate 


Total  40-17. 

0 

0 

1 

9-40  per  1,000 
8  (0-43  per  1,000) 
(0-05  per  1,000) 
18  (0-98  per  1,000) 
40-17  per  1,000 


Death  Rate  from 

Cancer 

27  (1.4 

per  1,000) 

Cases 

Case  Rate 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

2-77 

0 

0.0 

Diphtheria 

3 

0-16 

0 

0.0 

Enteric  Fever 
Pulmonary 

•  •  • 

— 

0 

0.0 

Tuberculosis 

19 

103 

8 

0-43 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

2 

0-11 

3 

0-16 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WO  MB  WELL. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area. 

3,850  acres. 

Population. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  disclosed  by  the 
last  census  (1931)  is  18,365. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Registrar-General  for 
mid-year  1947  is  18,350. 


The  Registrar’s  figures  for  the  past  10  years  have  been: 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 


17,780 

17,830 

17,060 

17,130 

16,920 

16,870 

17,360 

17,540 

18,180 

18,350 


This  year’s  population  gives  an  average  number  of 
persons  per  house  of  3.6. 


The  estimated  population  in  the 
Urban  District  is  given  below  : — 

various 

wards  of  the 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

2,460 

5,860 

3,361 

2,762 

3,907 

Rateable  Value. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  in  1947  was  £64,933 
and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £246. 
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Natural  Conditions. 


The  soil  consists  of  marl  and  clay  with  a  sandy  sub-soil 
resting  on  the  shales  and  sand-stones  of  the  coal  measures. 
The  surface  is  undulating  and  the  average  height  above  sea 
level  is  200  feet. 

Principal  Industries. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  population  are  coal  mining, 
glass  bottle  making,  the  manufacture  of  bye-products  from 
coal,  engineering  and  printing  -  coal  mining  being  by  far 

the  largest  source  of  employment. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Poor  Law,  your  district  is  now 
(under  the  Local  Government  Act)  within  the  Staincross 
Union  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

For  the  purposes  of  Infectious  Diseases  your  Authority 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Brierley  Hospital. 

Your  Authority  arranged  to  become  one  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  authorities  of  the  Hemsworth  Hospital  Committee  as 
from  the  1st  April,  1935. 

For  small-pox  your  authority  contribute  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  your  cases  by  the  Tadcaster  and  District  Small-pox 
Hospital  Committee. 

The  colliery  accidents  in  your  district  mostly  go  to  the 
Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Surgical  and  Medical  cases  mostly  go  to  the  Sheffield 
Royal  Infirmary,  the  Sheffield  Royal  Hospital,  the  Leeds 
Infirmary  and  also  the  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Gynaecological  cases  requiring  operation  mostly  go  to 
the  Jessop  Hospital  and  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puer¬ 
peral  Pyrexia  and  difficult  cases  of  midwifery  are  now  admitted 
to  the  Jessop  Hospital  at  an  agreed  fee  to  be  paid  by  your 
authority. 


S 


Medical  and  Surgical  diseases  in  children  are  taken  to 
the  Children’s  Hospital,  Sheffield. 

All  these  General  Hospitals  are  supported  by  voluntary 
subscriptions. 

The  Poor  Law  cases  from  this  district  still  go  to  the 
Municipal  Hospital,  Barnsley,  by  arrangement  with  the  Barns¬ 
ley  Corporation. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Brierley  Hospital  provides  the  Ambulance  for  the 
conveyance  of  infectious  cases  from  your  district  to  that 
hospital.  Similarly  the  ambulance  at  the  Selby  Small-pox 
Hospital  is  used  for  conveying  Wombwell  cases  to  that 
hospital.  The  various  collieries  within  your  district  provide 
ambulances  for  /the  conveying  of  their  .accident  cases  to 
hospital  or  to  the  patient’s  home. 

Your  Council’s  ambulances  are  used  free  of  cost  by 
Wombwell  people  for  all  cases  not  coming  under  any  of  the 
heads  mentioned  above. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Venereal  Diseases 
Dispensary  serving  the  Wombwell  district  are  situate  at 
Church  Street  and  Queen’s  Road,  Barnsley.  Both  these 
services  are,  of  course,  administered  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council. 

The  chief  Sanatoria  to  which  patients  from  your  district 
are  admitted  are  : — 

Middleton-in-Wharfedale  Sanatorium  (Ilkley). 

Scotton  Banks  Sanatorium  ( Knaresborough) . 

Crookhill  Sanatorium  (Conisbrough) . 

Cardigan  Sanatorium  (Carr  Gate,  Nr.  Wakefield). 

During  the  year  19  cases  were  admitted  into  and  18 
cases  were  discharged  from  Sanatoria.  Three  cases  died  in 
Sanatoria. 
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Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Nature  of 

Situation 

Accommo¬ 

Provided  by 

dation 

Wombwell  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare 

Wombwell 

Centre 

Free  Library 

2  rooms 

Council 

Jump  Maternity  and 

Miners’  Wel¬ 

1  large 

Child  Welfare  Centre 

fare  Hall 

room 

do. 

Day  Nurseries 

Nil 

— 

— 

School  Clinics 

Free  Library 

2  rooms 

County  Council 

Tuberculosis 

Church  St., 

Whole 

Dispensary 

Barnsley. 

Building 

do. 

Venereal  Clinic 

Queen’s  Road, 

Barnsley. 

do. 

do. 

Ray  Therapy  Clinic 

Free  Library 

2  rooms 

Wombwell 

§ 

Council 

Ante-natal  Clinic 

do. 

do. 

do. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
448  (comprising  252  males  and  196  females.) 

The  birth  rate  was  24-4  as  compared  with  22-02  for 

1946. 


Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  or  what  is  generally 
spoken  of  as  “the  natural  increase  of  population”  was  276 
as  compared  with  235  last  year.  The  balance  on  the  year’s 
working  was,  therefore  1*5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 


Excess  of  Births  over  Population 

Deaths 


1938 

127 

1939 

152 

1940 

107 

1941 

171 

1942 

132 

1943 

216 

1944 

252 

1945 

150 

1946 

235 

1947 

276 
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Wombwell.  Wombwell 

17,780 
17,830 
17,060 
17,130 
16,920 
16,870 
17,360 
17,540 
18,180 
18,350 


BIRTH  RATE 


No.  of 

Birth  Rate 

England 

Males 

Females 

Births 

Wombwell 

&  Wales 

1938 

163 

154 

317 

17*8 

15-1 

1939 

160 

166 

326 

18-2 

15-0 

1940 

160 

159 

319 

18-6 

14-6 

1941 

169 

173 

342 

19-9 

14-2 

1942 

160 

165 

325 

19-2 

15-8 

1943 

221 

169 

390 

23-1 

16-5 

1944 

218 

198 

416 

23-9 

17-6 

1945 

183 

176 

359 

20-4 

16-1 

1946 

205 

195 

400 

22-02 

19-1 

1947 

252 

196 

448 

24-3 

20-5 

BIRTHS  IN  THE  WARDS. 


Year 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

1938 

44 

78 

64 

44 

86 

317 

1939 

48 

89 

56 

51 

82 

326 

1940 

42 

104 

59 

51 

63 

319 

1941 

45 

125 

58 

46 

68 

342 

1942 

46 

98 

58 

51 

72 

325 

1943 

53 

128 

74 

56 

79 

390 

1944 

75 

117 

73 

56 

95 

416 

1945 

56 

112 

63 

53 

75 

359 

1946 

56 

137 

56 

63 

88 

400 

1947 

65 

167 

72 

45 

99 

448 

The  distribution 

in  the  Wards  is 

as  follows  : — 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Males  .  36 

84 

48 

26 

58 

Females  .  29 

83 

24 

19 

41 

65 

167 

72 

45 

99 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Of  the  total  births,  17  (7  males  and  10  females)  or  3-7 
per  cent  were  registered  as  being  illegitimate. 


The  ratio  of  illegitimate  births  to  legitimate  ones  was 
1  to  25*35. 
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Illegitimate 


Year 

Illegitimate 

Births  -  per  Rate  per 
cent,  of  Nett  1,000 
Nett  Births  Births  Estimated 

Births 

Population 

Registered  Registered 

Population 

1938 

10 

17,780 

317 

31 

0-56 

1939 

15 

17,830 

326 

4-6 

0*8 

1940 

9 

17,060 

319 

2-8 

0-5 

1941 

11 

17,130 

342 

3-2 

0-6 

1942 

15 

16,920 

325 

4-6 

0-8 

1943 

13 

16,870 

390 

3-3 

0-7 

1944 

17 

17,360 

416 

4-08 

0-9 

1945 

27 

17,540 

359 

7-5 

1-5 

1946 

22 

18,180 

400 

5-5 

1-2 

1947 

17 

18,350 

448 

3-7 

0-92 

Deaths. 

The  total  deaths  amounted  to  172  including  deaths  of 
residents  dying  outside  the  district  and  excluding  non-residents 
who  died  in  the  district.  They  consisted  of  108  males  and 
64  females. 


Distributed  in 

the  Wards 

they  were 

as  follows  : 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Males 

...  11 

42 

14 

16 

25 

Females 

...  6 

23 

11 

7 

17 

17 

65 

25 

23 

42 

— - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

This  gives  a  total  death  rate  of  9-40  per  1 ,000  which  is 
0-33  more  than  last  year  which  was  the  lowest  rate  ever 
recorded  in  the  district. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1947  was 
1 2-0  per  1 .000. 


Deaths  in  Quarters. 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
year  shows  69  for  the  first  quarter,  34  for  the  second  quarter. 
35  for  the  third  quarter  and  34  for  the  fourth  quarter. 
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DEATHS  IN  WARDS. 


Year 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

1938 

33 

57 

26 

36 

38 

190 

1939 

26 

56 

21 

28 

43 

174 

1940 

19 

80 

31 

30 

52 

212 

1941 

18 

60 

29 

30 

34 

171 

1942 

19 

62 

27 

30 

45 

183 

1943 

24 

68 

23 

21 

38 

174 

1944 

27 

55 

30 

29 

23 

164 

1945 

28 

66 

37 

32 

46 

209 

1946 

18 

64 

27 

24 

32 

165 

1947 

17 

65 

25 

23 

42 

172 

Year 

No.  of 

Deaths 

DEATH  RATES. 

Death  Rate  in 

Male  Female  Wombwell 

Adjusted 

England 
&  Wales 

1938 

190 

106 

84 

10-6 

(13*1) 

11-6 

1939 

174 

99 

75 

9-7 

(12-5) 

12-1 

1940 

212 

114 

98 

12-4 

(14-2) 

14-3 

1941 

171 

102 

69 

9-9 

12-9 

1942 

183 

105 

78 

10-8 

11-6 

1943 

174 

94 

80 

10-3 

121 

1944 

164 

96 

68 

9-4 

11-6 

1945 

209 

121 

88 

11-9 

11-4 

1946 

165 

106 

59 

9-07 

11-5 

1947 

172 

108 

64 

9-40 

12-0 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  in  order  of  numeri¬ 
cal  importance  :  Cardiac  diseases,  Cancer,  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis,  and  Tuberculosis. 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Meath  Rale 
1947 

DISEASE 

No.  of  Increaie  or 

Deaths  Decrease  com- 
in  1947  pared  with  1946 

Death 

Rate 

1946 

000 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

same 

000 

0-00 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

decrease 

005 

000 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

same 

0-00 

000 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

same 

000 

0-00 

Diphtheria 

0 

same 

000 

0-43 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

8 

decrease 

0-49 

0-16 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

same 

016 

010 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

increase 

000 

016 

Influenza 

3 

same 

016 

0-00 

Measles 

0 

same 

000 

0-00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

0 

same 

000 

000 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

0 

same 

000 

005 

Cancer  of  buc;  cav;  and  eosoph 

"N 

(M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

0-37 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

>  increase 

104 

000 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

102 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

19 

0-05 

Diabetes 

1 

decrease 

0-11 

0-81 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

15 

decrease 

1-2 

1-85 

Heart  Diseases 

34 

0-54 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

increase 

2-2 

system 

10  ) 

0-65 

Bronchitis 

12 

increase 

0-49 

0-21 

Pneumonia 

4 

decrease 

0-33 

010 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

2 

decrease 

0-22 

0-27 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

increase 

005 

005 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

increase 

0-00 

000 

Appendicitis 

0 

same 

000 

0-21 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

increase 

000 

0-32 

Nephritis 

6 

decrease 

0-55 

0-00 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

0 

same 

000 

005 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

increase 

0-00 

0-37 

0-32 

Premature  birth 

Con:  Mai:  Birth  inj.:  infant:  dis: 

7  1 
6 

0 

decrease 

0-71 

000 

Suicide 

decrease 

Oil 

010 

0-37 

Road  traffic  accidents 

Other  violent  causes 

7  > 
12 

increase 

0-38 

0-65 

All  other  causes 

decrease 

0-77 

9-40 

172 

increase 

907 

TOTAL 

DEATH 

RATE 

9-40 
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There  were  16  inquiries  held  by  the  Coroner  in 
Wombwell  during  the  year. 

The  causes  of  death  as  revealed  by  the  inquests  were  : 
Accidents  at  work  (5),  Road  Accidents  0)*  Cardiac  failure 
and  Coronary  disease  (4),  Asphyxia  during  Epileptic  fit  (1). 
Silicosis  (1),  Peritonitis  (1).  Toxaemia  following  dog-bite  (1), 
Drowning  (2). 

Number  of  Coroner’s  Percentage  of  Inquests 


Year 

Inquiries 

to  Total  Deaths 

1938 

17 

8-9 

1939 

14 

8-04 

1940 

13 

61 

1941 

11 

6-4 

1942 

9 

4-9 

1943 

10 

5-7 

1944 

12 

7-3 

1945 

19 

9-09 

19^6 

12 

7-2 

1947 

16 

9-3 

Post  Mortem  examinations  were  made  in  1 1  cases. 

Of  the  14  still  born  babies,  6  were  interred  at 
Wombwell  Cemetery  and  1  at  Hemingfield  Cemetery. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  was  18  as 
against  16  in  1946. 

The  death  rate  is  40*17  per  1,000  births  as  against  40*0 
last  year. 

The  causes  of  Infantile  Deaths  were  as  follows  : 


Prematurity  7 

Pneumonia  .  3 

Meningocele  2 

Anencephaly  1 

Infantile  Convulsions  1 

Congenital  Atelectasis  .  1 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  .  1 

Gastro-enteritis  .  1 

Peritonitis  1 
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Of  the  18  Infantile  Deaths  it  will  be  seen  that  7 
occured  in  infants  born  prematurely  and,  therefore,  feeble  at 
birth,  and  4  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  malformations. 

Number  of  Infantile  Infantile  Death  Rate 


Year 

Deaths,  Wombwell 

Wombwell 

1938 

17 

53-6 

1939 

14 

42-8 

1940 

15 

46-5 

1941 

15 

43-8 

1942 

16 

49-2 

1943 

27 

69-2 

1944 

21 

50-4 

1945 

25 

69-6 

1946 

16 

400 

1947 

18 

40-17 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

Males 

...  2 

3 

2 

1 

Females 

...  2 

3 

1 

— 

4 

6 

3 

1 

There  was  one  illegitimate  death  during  the  year. 

The  subject  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  dealt  with  in  detail 
under  “Maternity  and  Child  Welfare/’ 


WARD  STATISTICS. 

S.E.  S.W.  C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

Approximate 

Population 

2,460 

5.860 

3,361 

2,762 

3,907 

18,350 

All  Deaths  . 

17 

65 

25 

23 

42 

172 

Births  . 

65 

167 

72 

45 

99 

448 

Birth  Rate  . 

26-8 

28-4 

21-4 

16-2 

25-3 

20-4 

Death  Rate  . 

6-9 

11-0 

7-4 

8-3 

10-7 

9-37 

Infantile  Deaths  ... 

4 

6 

3 

1 

4 

18 

Infantile  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  Births 

61-5 

35-9 

41-6 

22-2 

40-4 

40-17 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  one  death  from  Zymotic  Diseases  equal  to 
a  death  rate  of  0  05  per  1,000  as  compared  with  a  Nil  death 
rate  in  1946. 
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The  cause  of  death  was  diarrhoea  occurring  in  a  child 
under  2  years  of  age. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  (Womb well) 

Year 


1938— 0-22 

1939—  0-16 

1940— 0-1 

1941— 0-16 

1942— 0-35 


Year 

1943— 0-17 

1944— 0-05 

1945— 0-34 

1946—  Nil 

1947— 0-05 


No  use  was  made  during  the  year  of  the  Schick  and 
Dick  Tests. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  there 
were  notified  341  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  as  follows  : 

Scarlet  Fever  51  (21  males  and  30  females). 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1. 

Erysipelas  13  (4  males  and  9  females). 

Pneumonia  19  (14  males  and  5  females). 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  19  (11  males  and  8  females). 
Tuberculosis  (Non-Respiratory )  2  (both  males). 

Measles  158  (77  males  and  81  females). 

Whooping  Cough  75  (39  males  and  36  females). 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  1  (male). 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  2  (1  male  and  1  female). 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WOMB  WELL. 
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1947  51  —  —  —  13  1  19  —  19  2  —  1  2  75  158 


Distribution  in  the  Wards* 


S.E. 

s.w. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

Measles  . 

10 

77 

29 

18 

24 

158 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

16 

15 

10 

30 

75 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

9 

2 

— 

2 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

23 

7 

6 

5 

51 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

6 

— 

1 

12 

19 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Acute  Anterior 

— 

1 

— 

" 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

(Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

7 

6 

— 

5 

19 

(Non-Respiratory) 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Removed  to  Hospital. 

Disease 

Notified 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

33 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

19 

0 

4 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Acute  Anterior 

1 

1 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

Nil 

(Respiratory) 

19 

11 

8 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  all  Infectious  Diseases  compared 
with  England  and  Wales  for  1947* 


Disease 

Wombwell 

England  &  Wales 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . 

0.00 

0.01 

Smallpox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

Enteric  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  . 

0.00 

0.01 

Influenza  . 

0.16 

0.09 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

0.00 

0.02 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

was  notified. 
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Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

The  epidemic  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  which 
spread  over  most  of  the  country,  including  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  in  the  Summer  of  1947  did  not  spare  your  district 
but,  happily,  very  few  cases  were  recorded.  Six  cases  of 
the  disease  were  originally  notified  and  admitted  to  Brierley 
Hospital  for  further  investigation  but  in  only  two  cases  was 
the  diagnosis  confirmed;  affecting  a  baby  of  13  months  old  and 
a  girl  aged  2  years.  Both  cases,  unfortunately,  were  of  the 
paralytic  type  of  the  disease  and  both  were  admitted  later  to  an 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  further  treatment  and  rehabilitation. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

One  case  was  notified. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

No  case  was  notified. 

Erysipelas. 

Notifications  were  received  of  13  cases  of  this  disease 
as  compared  with  5  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Enteric  Fever. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  notified  during  the 

year. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  but  all 
proved  to  be  cases  of  sore  throat  of  non-diptheritic  origin  on 
hospital  investigation.  For  the  second  year  in  succession, 
therefore,  there  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district 
and  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  almost 
certai.ily  due  to  the  satisfactory  response  made  by  parents  to 
the  appeal  to  have  their  children  protected  by  Immunization. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  54  per  cent,  of 
children  under  five  and  83.5  per  cent  of  children  over  five  in 
the  district  had  been  immunized  against  Diphtheria.  Though 
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no  case  has  been  recorded  for  the  past  two  years  it  would  be 
unwarranted  to  assume  that  the  disease  has  been  eradicated 
from  the  district  and,  indeed,  as  this  report  is  written  there  is 
evidence  of  a  disquieting  rise  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in 
the  first  half  of  1948  including  a  small  number  of  fatalities.  At 
the  present  time  it  cannot  be  stated  categorically  that  an 
immunized  child  cannot  contract  Diphtheria,  though  the  risk 
of  an  immunized  child  contracting  the  disease,  compared  with  a 
non-immunized  child  is  very  small. 

It  is,  indeed,  important  to  note  that  in  1947  not  one  child 
in  England  and  Wales  dying  of  Diphtheria  was  immunized 
and  it  is  probably  true  to  assert  that  the  risk  of  an  immunized 
child  dying  of  Diphtheria  is  almost  negligible.  It  is  my  belief 
that,  in  the  course  of  years,  Diphtheria  can  be  eradicated  from 
the  district,  but  only  if  all  parents  realise  the  proven  value  of 
immunization  as  a  means  of  protection  against  the  disease  and 
acknowledge  it  by  seeing  that  their  children  are  immunized  and 
the  level  of  protection  maintained  by  reinforcing  injections 
during  the  child’s  early  school  life.  Until  this  stage  is  reached 
there  can  be  no  grounds  for  complacency  and  the  immunization 
campaign,  assiduously  pursued  by  your  Council  in  the  past, 
must  be  pursued  even  more  energetically  in  the  future. 


Cases 

Death  Rate 

notified 

Case  Rate 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

England 

Wombwell 

Wombwell 

Wombwell 

Wombwell 

&  Wales 

1938 

46 

2-5 

1 

0-05 

0-07 

1939 

25 

1-4 

2 

Oil 

0-05 

1940 

24 

1-4 

1 

0-05 

0-06 

1941 

15 

0-87 

2 

01 

0-07 

1942 

27 

1-5 

2 

0-1 

005 

1943 

15 

0-88 

1 

0-05 

0-03 

1944 

13 

0-74 

0 

00 

0-02 

1945 

13 

0-74 

0 

0-0 

0-02 

1946 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

0-01 

1947 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

001 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  Urban  District  in  1947  was  51  as  compared  with 
26  for  the  previous  year.  The  case  rate  was  2-77  compared 
with  1-44.  No  death  occurred  from  the  disease.  Generally 


21 


the  disease  was  of  a  mild  nature  and  without  complications 
and,  though  33  of  the  51  cases  notified  were  admitted  to 
hospital,  the  admissions  were  due  more  to  the  lack  of  suitable 
facilities  for  nursing  and  adequate  isolation  in  the  homes  than 
to  the  need  for  hospital  treatment  per  se.  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  emphasise  this  point  because,  given  suitable  home  conditions, 
a  child  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  can  be  as  well  treated  at 
home  as  in  hospital  with  much  less  expense  to  the  ratepayers 
as  a  whole.  The  view  held  in  the  past  that  the  immediate 
removal  of  cases  to  hospital  was  necessary  to  lower  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  has  long  been  disproved  and,  indeed, 
laboratory  work  done  in  the  past  5 — 10  years  on  the  Haemoly¬ 
tic  Streptococcus,  the  causal  organism  of  the  disease,  has 
shown  that  the  disease  may  be  caused  by  more  than  one  type 
of  this  organism,  a  finding  which  suggests  that  aggregation  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  hospital  is  not  entirely  without  risk 
to  the  individual  sufferers. 

Every  case  of  the  disease  notified  was  visited  by  one  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  order  that  the  home  conditions  ol 
the  patient  could  be  taken  into  account  as  a  reason  for 
hospital  admission. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  higher  than  in  1946 
with  75  cases  notified  as  compared  with  26.  Once  again  there 
were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 


Measles. 

158  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  in  1947  as  compared 
with  2  in  the  previous  year.  The  epidemic  was  general  through¬ 
out  the  country  and  followed  the  usual  2  year  cycle  with  a 
relatively  free  year  between  epidemics.  The  incidence  was 
not  so  high  as  in  the  last  epidemic  year  in  1945  when  424  cases 
were  recorded  in  the  district.  The  disease  last  year  was 
relatively  mild  in  character,  there  were  no  deaths,  and  no 
patient  required  hospital  treatment  because  of  complications. 
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MEASLES. 


Death  Rate 

in  Death  Rate  in 

Year 

Wombwell 

England  and  Wales 

1938 

0-15 

0-04 

1939 

00 

0-01 

1940 

0-0 

0-02 

1941 

0-0 

003 

1942 

0-0 

0-01 

1943 

0-0 

0-02 

1944 

00 

001 

1945 

0-17 

0-02 

1946 

0-0 

0-00 

1947 

0-0 

0-00 

Influenza. 

During 

1947  there  were  3 

deaths  from  Influenza  as 

compared  with  3 

in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  of 

0T6  was  the  same 

as  in  1946. 

INFLUENZA. 

Death  Rate 

in  Death  Rate  in 

Year 

Wombwell 

England  and  Wales 

1938 

0-1 

0-11 

1939 

0-16 

0-21 

1940 

0-7 

0-32 

1941 

0-05 

0-19 

1942 

017 

0*09 

1943 

Oil 

0-37 

1944 

0-05 

0-12 

1945 

0-05 

0-08 

1946 

0-16 

0-15 

1947 

0-16 

009 

Smallpox. 

No  case  occurred  during  the  year  in  Wombwell,  though 

one  person,  a 

contact  of  a  case  in  a  nearby  County  Borough, 

was  kept  under 

close  surveillance,  during  the  quarantine 

period.  Fortunately  the  man  did  not  develop  the  disease  but 

the  publicity  resulting  from  this  contact  and  the  cases  in  the 
nearby  town  had  the  immediate  and  salutary  effect  of  inducing 
large  numbers  of  your  townfolk  to  accept  vaccination. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 
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Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

There  was  one  death  of  a  child  under  2  years  of  age 
from  this  disease  as  compared  with  none  in  1946. 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years, 
with  Rates  per  1,000  Births. 


Year 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births, 
Wombwell 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births, 
England  and 
Wales 

1938 

0 

00 

5-5 

1939 

0 

00 

4-6 

1940 

1 

31 

4-6 

1941 

1 

2-9 

5-1 

1942 

1 

3-7 

5-2 

1943 

1 

2-59 

5-3 

1944 

1 

2-4 

4-8 

1945 

2 

2-7 

5-6 

1946 

0 

0-0 

4-4 

1947 

1 

2-2 

5-8 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  two  diseases  was 
18  as  against  19  in  1946  constituting  10-4  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths  recorded  for  the  year.  The  total  deaths  from 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  and  allied  diseases,  excluding 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  give  a  respiratory  death  rate  of  0-97 
per  1,000  per  annum. 


Respiratory 

No.  of 

Year 

Death  Rate 

Deaths 

1938 

1-01 

18 

1939 

0-89 

16 

1940 

2-5 

44 

1941 

0-85 

15 

1942 

10 

17 

1943 

1-8 

31 

1944 

0-9 

17 

1945 

1-62 

34 

1946 

1-04 

19 

1947 

0-97 

18 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Age  Group) 

Under  Over 

1  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  65 
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Whooping  Cough 


Tuberculosis. 


Phthisis  and  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  caused  11 
deaths  (8  Respiratory  and  3  Non-Respiratory )  as  against  10 
in  1946. 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  0-59  per  1,000 
compared  with  0-49  per  1,000  in  1946. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (Wombwell) 


Year 

1938— 0-44 

1939— 0-55 

1940— 0-41 

1941— 0-46 

1942— 0-46 


Year 

1943— 0-65 

1944— 0-51 

1945— 0-39 

1946— 0-49 

1947— 0-59 


21  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were  received  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  32  in  1946.  All  the  deaths  (11) 
were  in  persons  notified  as  Tuberculous  patients  prior  to  death. 

The  occupations  of  those  who  died  during  the  year  from 
Tuberculosis  were  : 


Occupation 

Number 

Glassworker . 

...  1 

Shirt  folder  . 

...  1 

Ironfoundry  Labourer 

...  1 

Scholar  . 

...  2 

Housewife  . 

...  2 

Domestic  . 

...  1 

None  . 

...  3 

The  occupations  of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  were  : 


Occupation 

Miner  . 

Scholar  . 

Housewife  . 

Shirt  Folder 

Plater  . 

T.B.  Nurse 
Ex-Service 
Motor  Mechanic 

Clerk  . 

Pickle  Factory  Worker 
Mill  Hand  ...  . 

Domestic 

Not  stated  . 


Number 

...  5 

...  3 

...  1 
...  1 
...  1 
...  1 
...  2 
...  1 
...  1 
...  1 
...  1 
...  1 
...  2 


NEW  CASES 


Age  Non- 

Periods  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


0  — 

i  1 

5 

10  1 

15  4 

20  4 

25  5 

35 
45 

65  &  up  1 


19 


2 


DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


2 

1 


3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


8 


3 


27 


There  were  19  admissions  into  and  18  discharges  from 
the  various  Sanatoria  during  the  year. 


Admissions 


Discharges 


Year 

to  Sanatoria 

from  Sanatoria 

1938 

7 

12 

1939 

12 

13 

1940 

7 

7 

1941 

3 

2 

1942 

8 

5 

1943 

13 

7 

1944 

11 

6 

1945 

6 

10 

1946 

12 

12 

1947 

19 

18 

The  Tuberculosis 

Dispensary 

at  46,  Church  Street, 

Barnsley,  is  the  receiving 

station  for 

your  district.  Here  the 

cases  are  examined,  and 

if  the  diag 

nosis  of  Tuberculosis  is 

confirmed,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 

recommends  the  treat- 

ment  needed, 
Domiciliary. 


i.c.,  whether  Sanatorium,  Dispensary  or 


The  County  Council  is  the  administrative  authority 
for  Tuberculosis. 


Disinfection 

Disinfection  of  the  houses  was  carried  out  methodically 
after  the  removal  of  a  case  of  an  acute  infectious  disease  or 
at  the  termination  of  the  illness  by  fumigation  or  spraying  with 
Formalin,  and  infected  clothing  was  washed  with  Izal. 

52  premises  were  so  disinfected  by  your  Sanitary  staff. 
All  library  books  in  infected  houses  were  disinfected. 

Cancer. 

Last  year  we  had  27  deaths  from  this  disease  or  15-69 
per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  recorded  with  a  death  rate  of  1-47. 
In  1946  there  were  19  deaths  from  this  cause  with  a  death  rate 
of  1-04. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER — Age  Groups. 

0  1  2  3  4  5  15  25  45  65  75 

—  —  1  —  —  —  —  4  4  12  6 


Death  Rate 


Year 

Deaths 

Womb 

1938 

27 

1-5 

1939 

20 

1-1 

1940 

29 

■*c 

1-6 

1941 

33 

1-9 

1942 

17 

10 

1943 

16 

0-9 

1944 

21 

1-2 

1945 

26 

1-4 

1946 

19 

1-04 

1947 

27 

1-47 

Circulatory  Diseases. 

44  deaths  occurred  from  diseases  of  the  heart  (41  in 
1946).  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  2*3  per  1,000  (2-2  per 
1,000  in  1946). 


29 


PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 
Compared  with  the  aggregate  of  West  Riding  Urban  Districts, 
West  Riding  Administrative  County  and  England  and  Wales. 


Wombwell 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England  & 
Wales 
(Provisional 
figures) 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated 
population)  . 

24-4 

21-6 

21-5 

20-5 

DEATH  RATES : 

(all  per  1,000 
estimated  population 
All  causes  . 

9-4 

12-7 

12-3 

120 

Zymotic  Diseases 
(seven  principal)  ... 

005 

016 

0-16 

Not 

available 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System 

0-44 

0-38 

0-39 

0-47 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

0-16 

0-09 

009 

008 

Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding 
Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system) 

0-98 

1-41 

1-37 

Not 

available 

Cancer  . 

1-47 

1-87 

1-80 

1-85 

Heart  and 

Circulatory  diseases 

2-40 

4-23 

3-98 

Not 

available 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 
(Deaths  under  one 
year  per  1,000  live 
births)  . 

40 

44 

45 

41 

DIARRHOEA 

(Deaths  in  infants 
under  2  years  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births) 

2-23 

517 

5-31 

5-8 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY 

(Deaths  of  mothers 
in  childbirth  per 
1,000  live  and  still 

births)  . 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

0-24 

0-21 

0-26 

Other  Causes 

216 

0-88 

1-07 

0-91 

Total  . 

216 

112 

1-28 

117 

30 


Water  Supply* 

Wombwell  is  served  with  water  from  the  Dearne  Valley 
Water  Board  (comprising  Wombwell,  Hoyland,  Darfield, 
Goldthorpe,  etc.) 

The  water  supplied  to  Wombwell  by  the  board  actually 
comes  from  three  sources  and  is  mixed.  One  is  from  an 
artesian  well,  this  water  is  of  pure  quality,  extremely  hard 
(38  degrees  Clark’s  process)  and  has  no  plumbo-solvent 
action.  Another  is  obtained  from  the  Sheffield  Corporation 
is  a  soft  water  of  a  peaty  colour,  and  is  chlorinated.  A  third 
source  of  supply  is  from  the  Dearne  Valley  Colliery  and  is 
chlorinated. 

All  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis 
during  the  year  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal* 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Knowles,  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  report  dated  5th  August,  1948. 

“I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  details  of  the 
activities  in  my  department  to  be  included  in  your  Annual 
Report. 

Sewage  Disposal* 

The  New  Scarborough  Sewage  Works,  which  as  you 
know  is  the  major  works  for  dealing  with  sewage  disposal 
within  the  township,  is  in  very  good  order.  As  you  are 
probably  aware  this  improvement  is  due  to  the  appointment  of 
a  new  Sewage  Works  Manager,  and  the  year  under  review 
is  the  first  full  year  he  has  been  employed  by  this  department. 

The  present  pumping  system  at  these  works  is  by  gas 
engines,  and  this  I  expect  will  be  turned  over  to  electricity 
before  the  end  of  December. 

I  have  again  to  report  that  Lundhiil  Sewage  Works  is 
very  much  overworked,  and  the  results  of  the  samples  are 
very  poor  indeed.  Samples  are  taken  and  analysed  every 
month  and  the  results  of  the  analysis  are  reported  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  each  month.  it  is  my  intention  to 
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erect  another  filter  at  these  Works  during  this  year  when,  I 
think,  better  results  will  be  obtained.  The  main  trouble,  of 
course,  is  that  there  has  been  so  much  development  and  no 
additions  or  extensions  to  the  Works  have  taken  place. 

I  have  again  to  report  to  you  that  various  lengths  of 
sewers  within  the  township  have  subsided  due  to  Colliery 
subsidence  and  we  are  having  to  flush  these  sewers  by  means 
of  a  trailer  pump. 

No  sewers  have  been  extended  during  the  year,  but 
new  sewers  have  been  laid  in  connection  with  new  housing 
development. 

Housing. 

The  number  of  houses  built  and  occupied  during  the 
year  is  93  and  all  these  were  built  by  the  Council  and  are  of 
the  three-bedroom  type. 

No  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year  as  no  licences  were  given  for  this  purpose.” 

Schools. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  district  is 

good. 

Any  minor  defects  which  occurred  were  referred  to  the 
Education  Committee  and  were  put  right. 

The  Health  Visitors  (two  of  whom  are  also  school 
Nurses)  and  the  Attendance  Officer  notify  me  of  the  first 
cases  of  infection  occurring  in  any  of  the  schools. 

There  were  no  class  closures  but  individual  exclusion 
was  again  successfully  employed. 

The  work  of  the  School  Clinic  and  School  Inspection 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  who 
died  during  1947  was  18  (11  males  and  7  females)  which 
represents  an  Infant  Mortality  of  40-17  per  1,000  births.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  in  1946  was  40-0. 
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Neo-Natal  Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first  month  of 
life  was  13  against  10  in  1946.  Seven  of  these  infants  were 
premature  births  and  a  further  three  were  born  with  severe 
developmental  abnormalities  which  precluded  any  real  chance 
of  successful  rearing. 

The  attendance  of  expectant  mothers  at  the  Council’s 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 


Death  Rates. 


Infantile  Mortality  Infantile  Mortality 


Year 

Wombwell 

England  , 

1938 

53-6 

53 

1939 

42-8 

50 

1940 

46-5 

55 

1941 

43-8 

59 

1942 

49-2 

49 

1943 

69-2 

49 

1944 

50-4 

46 

1945 

69-6 

46 

1946 

400 

43 

1947 

40-7 

41 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups. 

Of  the  total  (18)  infant  deaths  6,  or  33%  per  cent,  took 
place  within  the  first  24  hours  of  life,  10  or  55*55  per  cent,  in 
the  first  week  and  13  or  72*22  per  cent,  in  the  first  month. 


Premature  Infants. 

During  the  year  18  infants  were  born  who  weighed 
5ilbs.  or  less  at  birth.  16  Premature  Infants  were  born  during 
the  year  at  homes  in  Wombwell,  5  of  whom  died  within  the 
first  24  hours  and  8  of  whom  were  surviving  at  the  end  of  the 
first  month. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  20/44  are  being  carried  out  as  far  as  is  at  present 
possible. 


Still  Births. 

The  number  of  still  births  during  the  year  was  H  giving 
a  Still  Birth  Rate  of  30-3  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 


Births  Notified  (Live  and  Still). 


Year 

Live  Births 
Registered 

Still 

Births 

1938 

317 

5 

1939 

326 

17 

1940 

319 

20 

1941 

342 

12 

1942 

325 

8 

1943 

390 

15 

1944 

416 

6 

1945 

359 

11 

1946 

400 

8 

1947 

448 

14 

Maternal  Mortality. 

One  case  occurred  during 
recorded  since  1941. 


Percentage  of 
Total  Births  Still  Births  to 


Live  &  Still 

Total  Births 

322 

1-5 

343 

4-9 

339 

5-9 

354 

3-3 

333 

2-4 

405 

3-7 

424 

1-3 

370 

2-9 

408 

1-95 

462 

303 

the  year,  the  first  case  to  be 


Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

50  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  which  225 
women  have  made  1,114  attendances  giving  an  average 
attendance  of  23-3  per  session. 

The  number  of  Births  notified  during  the  year 
(exclusive  of  still  births)  was  448.  Notifications  for  all  the 
births  were  received. 


Home  Visiting. 

First  visits  were  paid  by  Health  Visitors  to  427 
infants.  The  number  of  re-visits  during  and  over  the  first 
year  were  798  and  2,348.  20  ante-natal  visits  were  made. 


Only  by  regular  visiting  can  errors  in  feeding  and  management 
of  the  young  child  be  detected  and  rectified.  Frequent  visiting 
also  has  the  effect  of  reducing  absenteeism  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics. 


A  complete  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
is  appended  : 


Births, 


First  Visits  . 

.  427 

Re-visits  during  the  first  year  ... 

.  798 

Re-visits  over  the  first  year 

. 2,348 

Ante-natal  visits  . 

.  20 

Still  Births  visits  . 

7 

Other  visits  . 

.  25 

3625 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  two  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
for  attending  to  the  health  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

One  is  situated  in  Wombwell  Free  Library  and  weekh 
sessions  are  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons,  the  other  is  situated 
in  Jump  Welfare  Hall  with  weekly  sessions  on  Thursday 
afternoons. 

At  the  Wombwell  Centre,  where  49  sessions  were  held, 
there  was  an  attendance  of  5,826  children,  an  average  of  1 18-8 
per  session.  332  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time  of 
whom  325  were  under  one  year  and  7  over  one  year  of  age. 

1,114  children  were  examined  by  the  doctor  during  the 
year,  an  average  of  22 *7  per  session. 

At  the  Jump  Centre  where  49  sessions  were  held  there 
was  an  attendance  of  1,826  children,  an  average  of  37-2  per 
session.  73  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time  of  whom  71 
were  under  1  year  and  2  over  one  year  of  age. 

567  children  were  examined  by  the  doctor  during  the 
year,  an  average  of  11*6  per  session. 
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Payment  of  Fees  to  Midwives  in  Necessitous  Cases. 

Since  July,  1937,  the  Midwives  Act,  1936  (administered 
by  the  County  Council)  has  been  in  operation  and  the  salaries 
of  the  municipal  midwives  are  now  paid  by  the  County  Council. 


Home  Helps. 

A  system  of  supplying  Home  Helps  at  confinement  and 
for  14  days  thereafter  -  where  no  relative  is  available  -  has 
been  adopted  by  you.  but  there  was  little  demand  for  the 
service  last  year  and  this  inevitably  led  to  great  difficulty  in 
retaining  the  services  of  suitable  women  as  Home  Helps 
because  of  the  very  casual  nature  of  this  employment.  In  the 
few  instances  where  Home  Helps  were  employed  their  services 
were  appreciated  by  both  patient  and  family  alike. 

Grants  to  Necessitous  Mothers  and  Children. 

Mothers  and  children  who  receive  support  are  required 
to  attend  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  so  that  all  grants  issued 
are  definitely  known  to  be  on  medical  grounds.  The  centres 
are  not  to  be  regarded  as  milk  depots  where  mothers  can 
attend  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  milk. 

The  centres  exist  primarily  for  medical  advice  and 
grants  are  given  after  medical  examination. 

Artificial  Light  Centre  for  Non-Tubcrcular  Children  under 
School  age. 

Two  sessions  were  held  weekly,  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays.  During  1947  98  sessions  were  held  and  6563 
attendances  made.  These  attendances  include  a  certain 
number  of  school  children  for  whom  the  Education  Committee 
of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  are  the  responsible  authority. 
The  treatment  of  the  cases  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Clinic  during  the  whole  course  of  treatment. 

2  S500  Alpine  Sun  Lamps,  Floor  Model,  fitted  with  self 
rtriding  electronic  discharge  arc  tubes  are  used  as  well  as  a 
Sollux  lamp,  with  localising  cones  and  filters. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Homes* 

A  District  Nurse  (General  Hospital  Training  Certifi¬ 
cate)  is  engaged  to  serve  the  whole  township  and  is  supplied 
by  a  voluntary  agency,  the  Wombwell  Town  Land  Trust, 
with  a  grant  by  your  authority. 

Midwives* 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  Wombwell  is 
5,  all  of  whom  are  whole-time  Municipal  midwives. 


Sanitary  Inspector* 

The  work  consists  of  the  ordinary  work  of  the  office  as 
defined  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  Regulations,  1935. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  follows  up  all  the  notifications 
of  infectious  diseases,  fully  investigating  each  case  and  fur¬ 
nishing  the  Medical  Officer  with  a  report.  He  arranges  for 
removal  of  such  cases  as  are  necessary  to  hospital  and  carries 
out  the  necessary  disinfection  of  the  premises.  Inspections  are 
regularly  made  on  House  Premises,  Slaughterhouses,  Work¬ 
shops,  Cowsheds,  and  Schools.  Food  inspection  of  all  kinds 
and  destruction  of  condemned  foodstuffs  are  within  his  duties. 

All  nuisances  reported  are  followed  up  until  remedied. 


List  of  Local  Acts  and  Provisional  or  Special  Orders  relating 
to  the  District* 

Wombwell  Local  Gas  Act,  1879. 

Wombwell  Order,  1913. 

Wombwell  Order,  1915. 

Wombwell  Gas  Order,  1931  (relating  to  the  Council’s 
Gas  Undertaking). 

Dearne  Valley  Water  Act,  1920. 

Electric  Lighting  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Act, 
1912. 
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Dearne  District  Light  Railways  Order,  1915. 

Dearne  District  Light  Railways  (Amendment)  Order, 
1921. 

Dearne  District  Light  Railways  (Amendment)  Order, 
1924. 

Wombwell  Urban  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation 
Order,  1927. 

Dearne  District  Traction  Act,  1933. 


List  of  Adoptive  Acts  (or  parts  of  Acts)  and  Byelaws  in  Force. 

Parts  2,  3  and  4  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1890). 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Section  2,  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Sections  79,  80,  81,  84,  85  and  86  of  Part  VII,  Sections 
88  and  90  of  Part  VIII  and  Part  IX  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1907. 

Parts  II,  III,  IV,  V,  VI  and  X  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Parts  II,  III,  IV  and  V  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Bye-laws  as  to  new  Streets  and  Buildings,  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  Nuisances,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds, 
Hackney  Carriages,  Public  Baths,  Smoke 
Abatement,  Pleasure  Grounds,  Cleansing  of 
Footpaths. 


Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866, 
the  Moral  Welfare  Officer  has  co-operated  with  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  The  following  report  is  the 
fourth  I  have  received  under  this  arrangement. 
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Sheffield  Diocfcsan  Moral  Welfare  Council 
Wath  and  Tankersley  Deaneries. 

“Report  of  cases  visited  in  Wombwell,  Hemingfield, 
and  Jump  in  co-operation  with  Wombwell  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
2866  (Care  of  Illegitimate  Child).  From  1st  January,  1947 — 
31st  December,  1947. 


No.  of  cases  visited  . 

Married  Women  . 

Single  Women  . 

Involving  13  children  dealt  with  as  follows  : 
Adoptions. 

Children  of  married  women  . 

Children  of  single  women  . 

Admitted  into  Homes  . 

Kept  by  Mother  . 

A  Private  agreement  obtained  . 


12 

1 

11 


2 

2 

5 

4 

1 


In  two  cases  it  is  the  second  illegitimate  child  and  in 
another  case  the  third. 


All  adoptions  have  been  carried  out  by  the  people 
themselves,  or  by  the  Sheffield  Adoption  Society.” 


Swimming  Baths. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  Baths  Manager, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  swimming  baths  for  the  year 
1947. 

“The  total  number  of  bathers  admitted  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1948,  was  37,865.  Of  this  total  18,782 
were  school  children  and  792  evening  class  pupils,  all  of  whom 
received  instruction  in  swimming  and  life-saving.  These 
figures  are  rather  less  than  those  of  the  previous  year  due 
probably  to  the  nation-wide  epidemic  of  Infantile  Paralysis 
which  occurred  at  the  height  of  the  season.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  not  one  case  of  this  disease  was  traced  to 
swimming  baths  anywhere  in  the  country. 
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The  swimming  bath  water  is  kept  at  a  constant 
temperature,  chlorinated,  and  with  the  aid  of  three  modern 
filters  maintained  at  the  standard  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

Samples  of  the  water  analysed  at  intervals  throughout 
the  season  showed  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity.” 

Infestation  by  Head  Lice. 

Acting  on  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  the  two 
Health  Visitors  have  concentrated  on  the  education  of  the 
mothers  in  the  cleanliness  and  freedom  from  vermin  of  their 
children,  advocating  regular  weekly  washing  and  daily  brush¬ 
ing  and  combing  of  the  hair.  The  homes  in  each  Health 
Visitor’s  district  have  been  classified  and  the  Health  Visitors 
have  concentrated  on  those  most  in  need  of  attention.  Regular 
examinations  are  also  made  in  school  and  at  the  clinics. 

Bottles  of  Lethane  Oil  and  a  stock  of  Sacker 
Combs  are  kept  at  the  Clinics  and  sold  to  all  requiring  them. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WO  MB  WELL 


Report  of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

for  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Womb  well  Urban  District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  once  again  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  1947. 
In  doing  so,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  support  received  from 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Chief  Officers  of  other  departments,  the  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  clerks  in  the  Public  Health  Department  who 
throughout  the  year  have  willingly  carried  out  their  duties. 

Housing. 

As  I  have  reported  previously  the  housing  situation  is 
serious  and  it  seems  impossible  to  effectually  remedy  the 
overcrowding  position  until  additional  houses  are  available. 
No  systematic  overcrowding  survey  has  been  carried  out  to 
ascertain  to  what  extent  overcrowding  exists  throughout  the 
township,  but  all  reports  of  overcrowding  are  investigated, 
tabulated  and  passed  on  to  the  Department  which  deals  with 
the  letting  of  houses.  As  new  cases  are  discovered  these  are 
added  to  the  lists  so  that  the  Housing  Department  is  provided 
with  a  fairly  comprehensive  picture  of  the  worst  cases  of 
overcrowding  in  accordance  with  the  standards  of  the  Housing 
Act.  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  the  degree  of  over¬ 
crowding  would  be  increased  enormously  if  a  survey  was  made 
eliminating  all  rooms  other  than  bedrooms. 
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Housing  Repairs. 

During  the  year  a  good  deal  of  work  was  accomplished 
in  securing  repairs  to  houses  in  the  township,  although  such 
repairs  were,  due  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials, 
confined  to  essential  repairs  only.  The  severe  winter  weather 
added  considerably  to  the  gradual  deteriation  which  had  taken 
place  to  the  older  property  during  the  war  years.  The  snow 
and  frost,  followed  by  exceptionally  rough  weather,  did 
considerable  damage  to  chimneys,  roofs  and  spouting.  Over 
half  a  mile  of  eavesgutter  was  brought  down  and  slates  were 
removed  from  the  roofs  of  hundreds  of  houses.  Houses  in 
Station  Road,  Hawson  Street,  Park  Street,  Hope  Street  and 
Main  Street  areas  have  been  affected  in  varying  degrees  by 
subsidence. 

Extensive  repairs  were  carried  out  at  several  of  these 
houses,  and  three  houses  in  Park  Street  were  closed  on  account 
of  their  dangerous  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  15  dairy  farms  within  the  area  on  which  are 
kept  an  average  of  340  milk  cows.  The  herds  vary  in  number 
from  4  to  170  and  are  housed  in  30  registered  cowsheds. 

83  visits  to  farms  were  recorded,  but  for  various  reasons 
the  pre-war  standard  of  cleanliness  and  methods  of  production 
have  not  been  maintained  on  farms  where  ordinary  milk  is 
produced.  Clean  overalls  and  caps  are  seldom  seen  during 
milking  operations,  sterilisation  by  steam  of  milking  utensils 
is  not  yet  the  rule  and  in  some  cases  where  milk  is  retailed 
immediately  after  production  it  is  not  always  cooled.  Your 
Inspectors  will  use  every  means  provided  to  recover  the  high 
standard  which  the  district  achieved  and  maintained  in  the 
years  preceding  the  war  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

One  dairy  farm,  the  largest  in  your  area,  with  a  herd 
of  1 70  cows  is  licensed  by  the  County  Council  to  produce 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  and  there  are  5  other 
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dairy  farms  producing  Accredited  Milk  under  licence  from 
the  same  authority.  Approximately  74  per  cent,  of  the  milk 
produced  within  your  area  is  sold  under  licences  granted  in 
accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 
Of  this  designated  milk  68  per  cent,  is  Tuberculin  Tested. 

59  samples  of  ordinary  (raw)  milk  and  one  sample  of 
Accredited  Milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  examined  for 
keeping  quality  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  50  of  these  or 
83  per  cent,  were  satisfactory.  Inspectors  from  the  County 
Council  come  out  and  take  similar  samples  from  designated 
herds  and  of  4  samples  taken,  all  were  satisfactory. 

Purveyors  of  Milk, 

There  are  on  the  register  15  retail  and  5  wholesale  pur¬ 
veyors  of  milk.  In  addition  a  number  of  small  shopkeepers 
sell  milk  in  sealed  bottles  delivered  to  them  bi-weekly  oy 
large  dairy  companies. 

Slaughterhouses, 

There  are  10  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  within 
your  district.  These  have  not  been  used  since  the  outbreak 
of  war  except  for  the  occasional  slaughtering  of  cottagers’  pigs. 
One  slaughterhouse,  the  largest,  is  used  as  the  receiving  and 
distributing  depot  for  meat  sent  to  the  local  butchers’  pool. 

Food  Premises,  Shops  and  Markets, 

29  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  other  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  or  stored  for  sale  and  121  visits  were  made  to 
your  markets. 

Small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  submitted  for  inspection 
were  examined  and  dealt  with  according  to  circumstances. 
These  consisted  of  21  lbs.  frozen  beef,  2\  lbs.  roast  beef,  8  lbs. 
roast  mutton,  23  lbs.  ham,  9  lbs.  bacon,  14  lbs.  sausages,  11  lbs. 
butter,  7  lbs.  cheese,  7  jars  jam,  4  tins  of  meat,  248  tins  of 
other  foodstuffs  were  dealt  with  according  to  the  condition  of 
the  contents,  and  one  barrel  of  crabs,  10  jars  of  pickles,  1  cwt. 
of  onions  and  36  pint  bottles  of  vinegar  were  destroyed.  The 
head  and  viscera  of  a  pig  affected  with  Tuberculosis,  killed  by 
a  cottager,  were  condemned. 
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factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  on  the  register  57  Factories  as  follows  : — 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power .  43 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power .  14 

Included  in  the  above  are  14  bakehouses  to  which  103 
inspections  were  made  and  18  visits  were  made  to  other 
factories.  Informal  action  was  taken  requiring:  new  drainage 
(2),  sanitary  conveniences  (2) ,  cleanliness  (2) ,  ventilation  (1), 
and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  (1). 


Shops  Act,  1934. 

Shopkeepers  generally  are  aware  of  the  Health  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act  and  on  the  whole  provide  the  necessary 
facilities  as  required  by  the  Act.  The  occupiers  of  two 
shops  were  required  to  provide  and  maintain  a  reasonable 
temperature  in  their  premises.  One  case  was  satisfactorily 
dealt  with. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

There  are  six  premises  registered  for  the  sale,  or  the 
manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  ice-cream.  Two  of 
these  using  the  cold-mix  method  have  small  electrically  driven 
freezers  fixed  in  shops,  two  where  pre-packed  ice  cream  is 
delivered  to  the  premises  in  special  containers,  and  two 
premises  where  larger  quantities  are  manufactured  and  sold 
wholesale  and  retail.  All  were  visited  during  the  year  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  two  of  these  temporary  dwellings,  one  in 
a  field  at  Mapplebeck  and  one  at  Kitroyd,  Jump.  The  latter 
is  still  occupied  by  an  old  man  who  refuses  to  leave  his  caravan, 
or  remove  it  from  the  unlicensed  site,  although  a  Court  Order 
was  obtained  in  1941  for  its  removal  and  later  a  daily  penalty 
was  imposed  by  the  court  because  the  occupier  refused  to 
comply  with  the  Order. 


Verminous  Premises* 

Seven  privately  owned  houses  and  two  Council  houses 
have  been  disinfested  during  the  year.  These  figures  by  no 
means  indicate  the  extent  of  verminous  infestation,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  older  type  of  dwelling  house. 

Terminal  Disinfection. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  50  houses  from  which 
cases  of  infectious  disease  had  been  removed  to  hospital  or 
treated  at  home. 

Disinfectant  is  also  supplied  free  for  domestic  use  to 
all  householders  who  apply  for  it. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  within  the  Wombwel! 
district. 

Rodent  Control. 

One  of  your  employees  is  engaged  almost  half  time  on 
rodent  control.  His  time  is  spent  on  policing  the  district 
surveying  and  treating  at  regular  intervals  Council  owned 
property,  particularly  the  refuse  tips  and  sewage  disposal 
works,  investigating  complaints  carrying  out  treatment  as  and 
where  necessary  at  private  house  property  and  business 
premises.  The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year 
when  additional  labour  was  required  for  loosening  and  lifting 
manhole  covers.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
pay  a  proportion  of  the  cost  of  this  service  when  satisfied  that 
the  Council  maintains  an  organisation  adequate  to  the  require¬ 
ments  for  effective  rodent  control,  and  complies  with  the 
Ministry’s  requirements  on  the  methods  to  be  employed. 

Public  Lavatories. 

As  I  have  stated  in  previous  reports  the  position  with 
regard  to  public  lavatories  is  unsatisfactory..  There  is  only 
one  public  lavatory  within  the  township,  and  this,  situated  in 
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Station  Road  is  quite  central  but  totally  inadequate  for  the 
needs  of  a  population  the  size  of  this  town.  The  arrangements 
whereby  other  lavatories  (privately  owned)  are  left  open  for 
the  use  of  the  public,  continues  to  operate  but  only  during  the 
daytime.  The  Council  own  sites  in  Stonyford  Road  and  Park 
Street  and  the  erection  of  conveniences  in  these  positions 
would  relieve  the  situation  considerably. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


Type  of  Convenience 

No. 

Percentag 

Water  Closets  . 

4,995 

98-6 

w 

Waste  Water  Closets  ... 

8 

0.2 

Pail  Closets  . 

22 

0.4 

Privy  Middens  . 

41 

0.8 

138  new  W.C’s.  were  constructed  for  new  houses  and 
one  additional  W.C.  was  provided  for  old  property. 

3  W.C’s.  have  been  deducted  owing  to  the  closure  of 
three  houses  in  Park  Street. 


Public  Cleansing. 

COLLECTION. — This  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the 
Council  s  own  employees.  Owing  to  the  severe  weather  in 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  only  a  very  limited  amount 
of  scavenging  was  carried  out  as  the  vehicles  were  employed  in 
removing  snow  from  the  streets.  After  the  snow  cleared  it 
was  found  necessary  to  engage  hired  transport  to  remove 
the  refuse  which  had  accumulated  during  this  period.  During 
the  year.  3,319  loads  of  refuse  were  collected. 
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No.  of 

Daily 

Daily 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Working 

Average 

Average 

Loads 

Tons 

Days 

Loads 

Weight 

Tons 

50  cwt.  Lorry 

789 

1,972 

259 

3.05 

7.61 

(Guy) 

45  cwt.  Lorry 

1,008 

2,268 

283 

3.56 

8.0 

(Karrier) 

40  cwt.  Lorry 

520 

1,040 

152 

3.42 

6.84 

(Commer) 

40  cwt.  Lorry 

791 

1,582 

247 

3.20 

6.40 

(Bantam) 
Hired  Transport 

211 

633 

59 

3.58 

10.73 

It  is  estimated  that  3,319  loads  weighed  7,495  tons. 


The  estimated  weight  collected  per  thousand  premises 
was  1 ,475*47  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  thousand  population 
was  408*44  tons. 


The  average  estimated  amount  of  refuse  collected  from 
each  house  during  the  year  is  1  ton  9*5  cwts. 


DISPOSAL. — All  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  as  follows  : — 


Place 

No.  of  Loads 

Percentage 

Brampton 

1,117 

33-66 

Jump 

686 

20-67 

Hough  Lane  Stadium 

823 

24-80 

Station  Road  Stadium 

87 

2-62 

Various 

38 

1-14 

River  Dove  Bank 

568 

17-11 

Cleansing  Costs.  ♦ 

Collection  Disposal  Total 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

3. 

d. 

Total  Costs 

4,476 

0 

0 

994 

0 

0 

5,470 

0 

0 

Cost  per  esti¬ 
mated  ton 

0 

11 

11 

0 

2 

8 

0 

14 

7 

Cost  per  1,000  of 
population 

243 

18 

6 

54 

3 

4 

298 

1 

10 

Cost  per  1,000 
Premises 

881 

o 

w 

0 

195 

13 

5 

1,076 

15 

5 

Gross  Costs 

5,476 

0 

0 

1,069 

0 

0 

6,545 

0 

0 

Income  . 

1,000 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

1,075 

0 

0 

Nett  Costs 

4,476 

0 

0 

994 

0 

0 

5,470 

0 

0 
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The  rate  required  for  public  cleansing  (street  cleansing 
excluded)  was  Is.  l(M)6d. 

Trade  Refuse. 

The  Council  has  arrangements  to  remove  trade  refuse 
from  20  different  premises.  Some  trade  refuse  is  removed 
free,  on  account  of  its  salvage  value. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

A  total  of  1,924  inspections  were  made  to  investigate 
nuisances  and  326  revisits  were  recorded. 

510  informal  notices  were  served  in  connection  with 
the  above  and  373  were  complied  with,  leaving  137  to  be 
carried  forward  dealing  with  171  nuisances. 

t 

The  following  defects  were  remedied  after  the  service 
of  informal  or  formal  notices,  or  after  interview  with  persons 


concerned. 

Repairs  to  Houses* 

Made  dry  -  Roof  .  193 

Made  dry  -  Spouting  .  292 

Made  Dry  -  Pointing  or  Structural  Plaster  ...  53 

Floors  repaired  .  18 

Plasterwork  repaired  . 78 

Window  Frames  repaired  or  renewed  ...  26 

Door  Frames  and  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  24 

Fire-ranges  repaired  or  renewed  44 

Fire-backs  repaired  or  renewed  .  11 

Coppers  re-set  or  renewed  15 

Sinks  renewed  37 

Sash  cords  renewed  .  14 

Chimneys  repaired  26 

Water  Services  repaired  .  7 

Damp  proofing  Courses  provided  .  4 
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Drainage* 

Drains  reconstructed,  repaired  or  opened  out  42 
Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  16 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  or  repaired  ...  23 

Sink  Gullies  renewed  .  5 

Vent  Shafts  provided  or  repaired  .  7 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 


Water  Closet  Fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  125 

Water  Service  Pipes  repaired  .  332 

Water  Closet  Structural  repairs  .  25 

Dust  Bins  renewed  or  provided  .  370 


Miscellaneous. 

Yards  Paved  or  Pavements  renewed  ...  6 

Steps  repaired  2 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  cleared  4 

Boundary  and  Screen  Walls  rebuilt  .  3 

Larger  Diameter  Water  Services  installed  ...  12 

Repairs  to  staircases  .  3 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  .  9 


Referred  to  other  Departments  : — 

Water  Board  20.  Surveyor  25. 

30  of  the  above  matters  were  dealt  with  by  statutory 
notices  where  owners  or  persons  concerned  failed  within  a 
reasonable  time  to  abate  nuisances  or  to  execute  works  re¬ 
quired. 


All  of  these  notices  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  11  relating  to  nuisances,  3  to  sanitary 
accommodation,  1 1  to  the  provision  of  drainage  etc.,  and  5  to 
the  replacement  of  refuse  bins. 

Only  13  of  these  notices  had  been  complied  with  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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Salvage  Reclamation. 

The  income  derived  from  salvage  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1948  was  £1024.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  articles  salvaged  along  with  the  amounts  received  from  the 
sale  of  same. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

93 

3 

2 

— 

622 

0 

7 

Bones 

10 

4 

— 

21 

58 

14 

0 

Textiles 

9 

7 

— 

7 

117 

15 

7 

“Black”  Scrap 

11 

9 

1 

— 

28 

3 

6 

Non-Ferrous 

1 

4 

— 

9 

37 

17 

2 

Bottles  &  Jars 

8 

4 

3 

16 

111 

10 

5 

Cullet 

13 

14 

3 

— 

24 

0 

10 

Cinder 

Bonus,  Board  of 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Trade 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

9 

0 

The  total 

25  lbs. 

weight 

of  salvag 

e  was 

152  tons. 

7  cwts.  2  qrs. 

Kitchen  waste  is  collected  direct  by  stockfeeders  from 
a  number  of  communal  bins  provided  by  the  Council  situated  in 
different  parts  of  the  township. 

The  number  of  active  salvage  stewards  is  slowly 
diminishing  but  there  are  still  a  few  who  diligently  look  after 
the  sacks  supplied  for  the  storage  of  waste  paper.  I  should 
like  to  express  to  them  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  continued 
efforts  in  salvage  reclamation. 

Your  obedient  servant 

H.  WARD. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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